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CLUB OF OPPORTUNITIES
Episode 7: Shame to Pride

(1) JindFich Chalupecky Award
September 24, 2021 - 30/1/20
Moravian Gallery, Brno :
(2) Moévara Gallery, Zagreb 49

October 26-28 2021

The 7th episode of the Club was made for the Jindfich Chalupecky Award 2021 exhibition. It portrays Celeriac
again in a surprising situation: he has symbolically moved up within the vegesociety and been invited into Avocado
circles. However, he cannot relate internally to this new social class and, despite the respect he has earned,

feels no sense of belonging with anyone around him. At the same time, he has already broken ties with his home
environment. He experiences an intense feeling of rootlessness and the only thing that can help is a comin t of
his class.
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CLUB OF OPPORTUNITIES

Episode 1: Bowling Bar s ‘

The Club took place at Bowling Club on July 29th, 2017 in Prague, organized by Hunt Kastner

The firsthepisode offered various scenarios to interact with. First, Kamil Nabélek’s lecture =
about the ontology of the celery, which brought this vegetables to the center of a new

narrative. Second, the voice of an animated chipmunk transforms visitors into performers

while encouraging them to imagine new opportunities for themselves. Third, live piano baroque
rendition of Rihanna’s We Found Love in a Hopeless Place can be heard. Through mixed gen |

- from drama to absurdity - The Club thematise archetypal social topics and gradually uncdvers™  *

the anatomy of mythology and storytelling. - g
t TTTRA
As a whole, the narrative is reminiscent of a typical TV series. Each episode of The Club (i.e.

exhibition) introduces new characters and plot twists. Each exhibition creates an environment, .
where the narrative is gradually revealed through video, various objects, and ongoing live
action.




“Each episode of The Club (i.e. exhibition) introduces new characters and plot twists. Each
exhibition creates a situations which hover between reality and fiction, where the narrative

- is gradually revealed through video, various objects, and ongoing live action. Through mixed
genres, from drama to absurdity, The Club thematise archetypal social topics and gradually
uncovers the anatomy of mythology and storytelling. The main protagonist is the overlooked
vegetable - Celeriac.

Club of Opportunities reflects upon strategies of dark-side influencers, posing questions of
hierarchical relationships and authority. In the context of vegetable hierarchy Celeriac finds
itself on very low position. In the supermarkets we can find Celeriac roots situated on the
bottom shelves, Avocados are always highlighted in the center. Over the course of the past six
episodes, low forms elevate in status into the high ones and vice versa. Somewhere during that
transformation, new opportunities were created.

The main storyteller is Kami Nabélek, a fairly eccentric philosopher who makes live

appearances at The Club’s openings and then on occasion during the run of the shows. He

delivers speeches full of scientific and pseudoscientific concepts and reveals key moments in
% Y the current story.”

Third, live piano baroquézgmii_tion of Rihanna’s
A.We‘Found Love in a Hopeless P.Iace can be heard.




CLUB OF OPPORTUNITIES If we wanna put it simply - It's the story in which the character of SEER (Oracle) feels anxious in this world. She

Episode 2: April showers bring May flowers " “looks fora {uay to be more‘active in forming the surrounding world and herself. We witness the SEER touching
every individual celery root and getting them tattoo with positive predictions - or functions. She is trying to realize

Venue: Pioneer Works, New York her own ambitiotios and desires for hope.

Curator: PAF & Alexander Campaz The collaborative exhibition of Jakub Jansa and Karolina Jufikova is the second part of a series whose pilot

Date: November 20th, 2018 version originated as an invitation to Jansa’s own Club of Opportunities. The bowling bar became the setting for
a seminar devoted to the ontology of celery for all the senses.

Venue: AMU Gallery, Prague In this new, narrative episode featuring Karolina Jufikova, our intrepid heroes relocate beneath the arched

March 14 - April 4, 2018 ceilings of GAMU for.an initiatory séance of young stalks, their hag watching from backstage, where bodies

h the promise of a new beginning. An old sage rambles from her ritually refurbished throne,
' showing signs of new hope. Through the rejuvenated language of folk verbiage, we call for
red imagination. .
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The character of SEER (Oracle), who has no vision of the
future anymore and feels anxious.



er of Red H ing, a hyb iture between a human and a celery, is introduced. And now he’s
t to him, so he is revolting against the Seer. He discovers that this
Ilng By taking control of this storytelling, he is able to steer it in a different
S safe place, inside the mythos, he enters a battlefield and wrestles on a political level. He is
imself and becoming dark-side influencer.

The character of Red Herring, a hybrid creature between‘
a human and a celery, is introduced. ‘
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CLUB OF OPPORTUNITIES the story is only starting to show itself. We don’t know yet.

Episode 4: Britannica Bootcamp Other celerists are shocked by Red Herring’s acting, but they don’t know how to react. That’s why they

are looking for help.
Venue: CEAAC, Strasbourg, France

Date: September 20 - October 28, 2018, They are based in the departmant called Britanica Bootcamp, remi of a hybrid of training camp and
Curator: Elodie Galli library. Soo, on which page to start, hm?
-& “ N

! We’re here. This is the fourth episode of The Club of Opportunities. We’re in the middle
pry which started a little bit earlier, let’s say in some mythological proto-form and maybe

but they don‘t know how to react.



CLUB OF OPPORTUNITIES
Episode 5: Keeping in Line

Venue: NoD Gallery, Prague
Date: 23. 10. - 26. 11. 2018
Curator: Pavel Kubesa

Red Harring is here ready to fight against himself in a cerebral and almost videogame-y “mise en scene”
centred around his own two battling personalities, each constantly trying to take control of his attitude
towards the outside world.

His poetry, seemingly twisted and dreamlike, is based on expanded and elaborate metaphors and his
language, carefully structured and polished, turns out to be intentionally rhetorical, a sort of subversive
declamation designed to deconstruct the more traditional spoken narration.

Based on his empirical experience, he describes characters and archetypal situations deliberately
transforming their nature through a motion that goes from the top down and viceversa, so as to achieve a
distinctive poetry and structuring the plot from time to time to create multiple interesting themes and to
show various possible points of view.

;

We see Red Herring, a hybrid creature between a human and a celery,

working on the Avocado Bar, where he is comparing himself with star avocados.
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He wants to becoﬁ\g‘a‘gart of higher veggiesiety. E

During that he must undergo an insulting duel with his inner self.




The sixth iteration of an immersive multi-channel art project that explores polyphonic ideas about the
nature of reality in the 21st century, albeit with a silent twist. Instead of bombarding viewers with overly
didactic wall labels and long convoluted texts, the video installation is composed of narrators who debate
the nati realitgrom thiperspective of a celery root.

i~

ubljana, Slovenia
.er 29,2019
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THE MACHA, 2022
10min, 4K short film

Jakub Jansy’s video-essa
it search for the key featu

modern Czech history. Dur est
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issioned by MeetFactory for Spiritualities show including artists Jakub Jansa, Melanie Bonajo,
illa Telmon & Vincent Moon

sa deals uniquely with collective trauma, using exaggeration and playfulness. Simultaneously,

_he diverts the theme of spirituality onto another path. An absurd tale about a fictitious conspiracy of
tapeworms, who narrate the story, raises a sarcastic eyebrow at the idea that “leaving the body is so
fucking easy today”. In the background, then, remains a question we each must ask ourselves: how do
we want to, and how can we experience authentic connection with the world around us and achieve inner
transformation while remaining aware of the daily material reality of all of those bodies






